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Dr. David Flaherty, former B.C. Information and Privacy Commissioner––David 
Flaherty is an Honours graduate of McGill University (1962) with an MA and 
Ph.D. from Columbia University.  His teaching career from 1965 to 1993 
included Princeton University, the University of Virginia and the University of 
Western Ontario. The first B.C. Information and Privacy Commissioner, he wrote 
320 orders during his tenure. Dr. Flaherty has authored several books, including 
“Protecting Privacy in Surveillance Societies: The Federal Republic of Germany, 
Sweden, France, Canada, and the United States.” He received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his work on privacy protection from the Electronic 
Privacy Information Centre (EPIC) in Washington, DC and was named a Fellow, 

Access and Privacy Professional by the Privacy and Access Council of Canada in 2014. In 2017, the 
University of Victoria conferred upon him the degree of Honorary Doctor of Laws.  

 

 


