OFFICE OF THE
INFORMATION & PRIVACY
COMMISSIONER

for British Columbia

Protecting privacy. Promoting transparency.

May 24, 2012

Honourable Blair Lekstrom
Minister of Transportation

and Infrastructure
Room 342 , Parliament Buildings
Victoria BC V8V 1X4

Dear Minister Lekstrom:
Re: Bill 47 — Coastal Ferry Amendment Act, 2012; OIPC File F12-49236

| write further to my letter of May 11, 2012 regarding Bill 47, the Coastal Ferry
Amendment Act. We had the opportunity to meet with ministry staff today and were
advised of the policy rationale for the proposed provision that would give the British
Columbia (BC) Ferries Commissioner the discretion not to publish financial and service
information provided by BC Ferries in relation to price caps.

We understand there is a concern that release of some elements of the capital plan of
BC Ferries would undermine the bidding process in relation to major capital
expenditures and, as a result, would be contrary to the public interest in having cost-
effective ferry services. We were advised that the Act was amended in 2010 to add a
new requirement for BC Ferries to submit its capital plan to the Commissioner (s. 64.1).
It was an oversight at that time that the Commissioner was not given the discretion to
not publish that information.

| am satisfied with the ministry’s explanation of the proposed provision. It is unfortunate
that our office was not previously consulted on this proposed legislation before it was
introduced in the House. | trust that efforts will be made going forward to include my
office in your consultation processes with respect to legislative proposals that raise
access and privacy issues.

Sincerely,
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Elizabeth Denham
Information and Privacy Commissioner
for British Columbia

Mail: PO Box 9038, Stn Prov Govt, Victoria BC V8W 9A4
Location: 4th Floor, 947 Fort Street, Victoria BC
T. 250 387 5629 F. 250 387 1696
Toll free through Enquiry BC 800 663 7867 or 604 660 2421 (Vancouver)
W. www.oipc.bc.ca
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pc:

Honourable Dr. Margaret MacDiarmid
Minister of Labour, Citizens’ Services
and Open Government

Harry Bains, MLA-Surrey-Newton
Opposition Critic for Transportation
and Infrastructure

Grant Main

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure

Kim Henderson

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Labour, Citizens’ Services
and Open Government



